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1. "Dominant" and "Transient"

Living Conditions in Urban and Rural Places

The concern of this paper is investigation of rural

inhabitants' opinions of urban and.rural life styles or,

more precisely, of those components which constitute the

"background" of human life activity, i.e. of socioeconomic

living conditions in rural and urban places.

Human life activity, in its main manifestations, is the

same lor rural and urban dwellers: in both contemts people

work, study, consume goods and services, raise children,

satisfy their spiritual needs and the like. Each sphere of

life activity has the corresponding conditions. In this

respect, the set of objective living conditions is, to a

certain degree, universal and independent of place. But

with regard to quality, character, specificity of particular

.kinds of human life activity manifestation, it is very

important to know in what context they are realized, in

city or country.

We have malected common conditions of human life activi-

ty and then specified them with reference to urban and rural

settings (Table 1).

The specific urban and rural conditions play different

role in determining urban and rural styles of life. Accord-

ing to this, all the above conditions can be divided, with

a certain'degree of conventionality, into two groups (Table

2).

The first group is made by such living conditions which

are splcific, unique and stable features of urban or rural
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lifo. We have termed them as dominant conditions in city

and country. On the account of them being dominant in city

and country, respectively, they are Polar, negative to each

other so that if condition A is peculiar to city, then to

oountry(-A) is peculiar. The whole history of the existence

of rural and urban types of places testifies that with

regard to these conditions there always has existed a qua-

litative distinction between these styles of life.

The Second group is made byoconditiono of the same

nuture but differing either in level , or intensity, or,

else, degree of development. Unlike the former group, they

are not negative, not polar, they cannot change into their

oppositea, but can assume different values ranging from

"0 and over". This group of conditions includes, above all,

those benefits of scientific-technological change which

historically, on the strength of specific functioning of

the city, stand out primarily aa the proPerty of city and

only after some lapse of time they become a feature of

rural tenor of life. "Not only implements but other new
productive forces also, including knowledge at different

science levels, i.e, everything new which changes the basis

all this appeared as the creation of cities+, (Sokolov,

1970: 184).

Apart from this, over many centuries city has exploited

country without compensating or only little compensating

those physical assets whish were coming to city from coun-

try. As a result, technological, economic, cultural urbani-

zation, i.e. nearly all types of urbanization have been

carried out in city at much higher rates than in country.

Living conditions of the latter group are not stable

components of rural and urban styles of life; they car

change, be transmitted, penetrate from coUntry to city,

from city to country. We have termed them transient con-
ditions of urban and rural life.

Fig. 1 shows the relationship between the living con-

ditions of the both groups. The joint part of circles are

the conditions of the second group, i.e. transient ones;

6



Pig. 1

non-overlapping areas of the circles are dominant conditions.

2. The Hypothesis of the

Study and Methods of Investigation

The above approach to living conditions as dominant and

transient feature of life style allowed us to state and

test the following assumption: the attitude of rural inha-.

bitants toward urban and rural conditions is characterized,

on the one hand, by considerable preponderance of positive

evaluations of dominant rural conditions and transient

urban conditions; and, on the other, by considerable prepon-

derance of negative evaluations of dominant urban and tran-

sient rural conditions in the countryside. In other words,

for rural population consisting of people whose best part

of lige v.as spent in rural places,optrentive is not the

urban way of life as such but thocie urban features which,

according to their nature, cannot be viewed as part and

parcel of the urban style alone; they are possible and

necessary in the countryside also but are a monopoly of ur-

ban places due to higher rates of technological, economic

and cultural urbanization in city than in country. At the

same time people are attracted by those features which are

integral part of rural life style.

This paper has been based on empirical data collecte4

in the questiOnnaire survey of the rural population of the

Novosibirsk province conducted at the Sector for Rural and,

Urban Social Problems (Institute of EconomiCe and Industrial:,

7
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Engineering, Siberian Branoh of the U.S.S.R. Aoademy of

Soienoes) in 1972.

Ws have analyzed the repliee tf* four open-ended questions:-

"What do you like in rural life?"

"What do you dielike in rural li:e?"

'"What do you like in urban life?"

"What do you dielike in urban life?"

Theee itema seem to be the most informative from the perspeo-

tive of the etated taak, eince they invite the reepondent to

evaluate oertain urban and rural oonditions in terma of

"like - dielike" whioh were later interpreted respeotively

as negative or positive attitude of rural inhabitants

toward partioular living oonditioi:e.

The replies to theee questions oan be olaseified into

two types: first, replies pointing out to speoifio living

oonditions with their evaluations and, seoond, the replies

oharaoterizing rather the respondents themselves than the

objeot of their evaluation (neutral attitude, non-disori-

minating evaluation, positive or negative attitude toward

rural or urban as a whole, non-awareness in cape of evalua-

ting urban conditions and the like). The percentages of

replies oontaining indioations to epioifio living oonditionn

in the total number of replies were as followa: of the

total (118.3%)replies to the item about positive rural

features, 85.1%; of the total (141.0%) about negative rural

features, 78.1%; of the total (141.3%) about positive urban

featuree, 108.1%; and of the total (117.7%) about negatIve

urban. features, 76.0%. According to the purpoee of our

analyeis, we have selected only the replies of the first

type.

The next step in testing our hypothesis was identifioa-

tion of these replies with the pre-disoerned (Table 2)

dominant and transient rural and urban oonditiona. This

procedure made it possible to compare positive and negative

attitudes of rural inhabitants toward these urban and rural

conditions.

The information arranged in this manner is presented on

10



several tables in which the relationship between positive

and negative attitudes toward dominant and transient urban

and rural features le seen.

3. The Attitudes of Rural Dwellers

toward Rural Life Conditions

NoW oonaider the Table oharaoteriming the relationship

between poeitive and negative attitudes toward dominant

rural features (Table 3).

Table 3

Attitudes of rural dwellers toward

dominant rural features (%)

Noel Dominants of rural
life

Positive Negative

Persons
who men-
tioned
this
feature

kadioa
ions
to this
feature

POMMES
who in-
dioated
this
feature

Indioa..
tions
to this
feature

1. Natural landsoape 36.4 25.8 2.5 2.1

2. Measured paoe of life 16.0 11.3 - -

3. Peoe-to-faoe oontaote,
xbsenoe of anonymity,
rigid sooiel oontrol 8.1 5.8 0.9 0.8

. Speoifioity of egrioul-
tural work; work on
soil, with animala etc. 6.6 4.6 .1.2 1.0

. Limited ties with the
outside - - 0.8 0.7

. Limited set of jobs - - 1.3 1.1

Total 67.1 47.5 6.7 5.7

The oomparison between positive and negative ratings of

dominant rural features ehows that the percentage of rural

dwellexe who reported dominants of rural lifb attraotive

was ten times as high as of those who repexted their nega-,

tivl attitude toward them. Among them, those who appreCiated

euoh dominants as natural landsoape and nearness to nature



were 14.:,6 times as many than thoee who rated this feature

negatively preferring perhape "the lights of the great

city".

Rural inhabitants positively rating face-to-face charac-

ter of contacts, lack of anonYmitY, rigid social control

were 9 times those who rated these conditions negatively

interpreting them as much scandal, "life in the public eye"

et. There existed a large disparity (5.5 times) between

rural inhabitanii who highly valued the work on soil, with

animals and felt pride in being "corn-growers", "bread-

winners" and those who saw the farm work as neternal dirt,.

manure" etc. ,

Such dominant feature rf rurality as measaxed pace of

life seems to have absollAe value fOr rural dwellers since

not a sincle respondent reported negative attitude toward

it, whereas 16 percent named this 'feature as attractive.

All rural people were negatively oriented tb euch domi-

nants of rural life as limited connections with the outside

world and limited set of jobs. But their percentage was

very small - 0.8 and 1.3 percent of all who answered this

question.

In sum, we can note that although the set of non-attrac-

tive rural dominants was somewhat.larger than.that 'of attrac-

tive, the percentage of their advocates yes fairly high to

attest to a stronger attraction of rural dominant features

for rural people.

Quite a different relationship of evaluations was ob-

tained With regard to transient rural features (Table 4).

Negative attitudes were obviously prevailing. On the whole,

the percantage of people who were opposedr to tranaient rural

features were about 4 times those who took them favourably.

There was only one exception, i.e. pnivate households,.ihe.re

positive evaluations prevailed (about 2.7 times). In effect,

it was the only attribute causing favourable reaction, (con

siderably exceeding negative attitudes). As to two' other

transient features- type of building, village appearance

and pay level - the percentage of people who reported



Table 4

Rural people's attitude.toward

transient rural conditions (%)

No. Transient rural
conditions

Positive Negative

Percentage
of people
who named
thio con-
dition

Percent-
age of
this
condi-
tion to
all re-
ported
condi-
tions

percent- Percent-
age of age of
people Wm con-
who na- di 'on to
med this all re-
condi- ported con-
tion ditions

1. Private house-
hold

2. Building, vil-
lage appearance

3. Non-fixed work-
ing hours, low-
skilled heavy
work

4. PaY level

5. childrenqi edu-
cational faci-
lities

6. Public utilities

7. Level of'cuitural
services .

8. Level of distri-
bution of indust-
rial and manufac-
tured goods

. 9. State of roads,_.
transport services

10. Quality of medical
services

Total

17.6

0.3

0.1

18.0.

12.5

0.3

0.1

12.9

6.6 5.5

6.3 5.3

13.8 11.7

1.6 1.3

1.5 1.3

13.1 11.0

12.1 10.3

8.9 7.5

4.7 4.0

.2.8 2.3

71.4 60.2



favourable attitude was negligible (0.3 and 0.1 percent).

Therefore, transient features of rural life caueed mostly

negative attitudes seen in the.percentage of rural people

who reported them and in the very set of these features.

4. Rural PeoplOs Attitudes Toward

Urban Conditions

The comparison between positive and negative evaluations

of dominant urban conditions gave quite a different picture

than in case of rural dominant conditions. Here prevailing

wae negative attitude: the percentage of rural people nega-

tively oriented to urban dominant features was 2.5 times

those who were attracted by them (Table.5).
Table 5

Rural people!e attitude toward

urban dominint featuree

1-,Transient urban
conditions

No. positive Negative

Percentage
of people
who named
this con-
dition

Percent7
age of
this con-
dition to
all named
conditions

Peroen-
tage of
persons
who na-
med this.
conditi'On

4.

5.

6.

Quick paae of life

Size'and density-
of population"
(overcrowding)

Concentration of
cultural facili-
tiee

presence and di-
versity of voca-
tional education-
al facilities

Job diversity

Anonymity and'es-
eluded character
of contacts

Total

7.0.

1.1

1.2

14.0

' 0.9

2.4

5.0

0.8

0.9

10.0

34.0 .

1.1

-35.1

Percen.;.
tage of
this
condi-
tion to
all
named
condi-
tions

29.2



Despite the quantitative preponderance of negative

ratings , however, their structural poverty is Obvious : in

effeot , negative ratings were obtained only by one dominant

of urban life , i.e. congestion. At the same time positively

evaluated were , though in small percentages , nearly all

dominant urban conditione. Among them the highest percentage

had such characteristic as concentration of cultural acti

vities. The remaining favourably evaluated urban dominants

were distributed more or less uniformly. It should be noted

that the percentages of positively rated urban features

were extremely emall as compared to the percentage of nearly

the only one negatively evaluated urban dominant , i.e. over
crowding. Their relationship is as follows : quick pace of
life 1:32; overcrowding 7 1 :12; concentration Of cultural

facilities 1:6; availability and diversity of vocational

training facilities. 1:37; wide choice of jobs 1 :32.

The reaction 'of rural .peO-ple to transient urban features

was characterized by considerablepreponderance of positive

ratings : they were 2.3 tixnea as many as negative (Table 6).

The highest percentage among positiVely rated transient

_urban features was obtained by such as highlyskilled and

lees heavy work; fixed worlcing hours ; diversity of merea

tional services, wide possibilities for leieure activities ;

modern home conveniences. Thus , character of iwork and work

ing hours in city were rated by xt.Fal people only positively,

the number of positive ratings of conditions for leisure .

;time activities was 27.5 times the 1,413'101er of negative ra
tings , _of public services 8.6 times, tiv-ix, relationship

shows that juat these transient urban cure8 cause the

greatest gap between positive and negative eyeing:x.62;ns.

The main bulk of negative ratings (almost 50 percent )

:was concentrated on conditions connected with the dietri

bution of manufactured goods .and , especially, foodstuffe.

They were 1.3 times aa many aa positive evaluations of

these conditions. The presence of private household was

evaluated by rural people as highly beneficial, and its --

absence in city which entails the necessity to purchase



Table 6

Rural people's attitude toward

treneient urban conditions

No. Trambient ur-
ban conditions

Percentage
of persons
who named
this con-
dition

Percentage
of this
condition
to all
named con-
ditions .

Percentage
of persona
who named
this con-
dition

---

Percen-
tage of
this con
dition t
all name
conditic

1. Degree of mo-
dernity, air
pollution, .

congestion 4.1 2.9 9.9 8.5

2. Diversity of
recreational
services; op-
portunities
for leisure
activities 22.0 15.5 0.8 0.6

3. High-skilled
labour, fixed
working hours,
stable pay 30.8 21.8 - -

4. Having to pur-
chase manufac-
tured goods
and foods in
shops; absence
of private
plot : 17.3 12.3 22.2 .19.1

5. Modern public .

services 14.6 10.3 1.7 1.4

6. Childrents edu-
cational op-
portunities 2.2 1.6 - -

7. Developed road
networks, intra-
city public
transport as the
chief means of
conveyance
within city 31.0 2.1 2..9 2.5

Total 94.1 66.5 40.9 35.0
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foOd and spend money make them see unfavourably these urban

Conditions. Besides, rural people gave low ratings to the

quality of purchased food.

Rather high number of negative responses were givento

such transient attribute of urban life as air pollution

and overcrowding (9.9 percent). This figure is the more

essential because it is twice as high as the number of

positive ratings of the modernity level of urban'life.

'But on the whole, transient urban conditions caused

rural people feel favourably.

5.Conc1 u8 1 0 ns
k

(Testing the Hypothesis)

After tabulating totals in Tables 3-6 we are not far

from the conclusions supporting our hypothesis (Table 7).

Table 7

Rural people's ratings of dominant

rural and urban conditions

. Rural and uxtan conditions Percentage of yersons eva-
luating urban and rural
conditions

positively negatively

1. Dominant rural conditions 67.1 6.7

2. Transient rural conditions 18.0 71.4

3. Domindnt urban conditions 14.0 35.1

4. Transient urban conditions 94.1 40.9

The relationship of the data in the first line of the

Table shows tenfold preponderance of positive attitudes of

rural people toward dominant rural conditions, whereas.the

Xelationship in the second line of the Table (1:4) attests

to a highly critical attitude of rural people toward tran-

sient rural conditions. A quite reveree picture is the

relationship of data in the third and fourth lines: the

relationship of the llird line (1:2.5) Obviously is not



in favour of positive ratings of dominant urban conditionsi

and the relationship of the fourth line (2.3:1) tells UB

that the overwhelming majority of rural people appraised

the urban advantages of transient nature at their true

worth.

The results of the comparison of table data by columns

can also serve as evidence in support of our hypothesis.

It turned out that the percentage of rural people who yoei

tively rated dominant rural conditions was nearly 5 times

that for.whom more attractive were dominant urban conditions.

The number of. rural people, however, rating negatively, the

rural dominant features was-only onefifth the number of

rural people who criticized urban dominant8...4m Tar as

rural People's attitudes toward transient features are

concerned, observed !MB the preponderance of positive

ratings of these conditions in oity and negative in the

countryside. This relationship was presented as 5.2 : 1 and

1.7 : 1, respectively.

The results of the analysis enabled us to arrive at

the following conclusions:

1. The conditions inherent to rural life and defined

by us as dominant rural conditions have favourable response

from most rural people

2. Urban life was t.,ractive for rural people by those

attributes which represent mostly changeable conditions

and characterize the consequences of quicker rates of

urbanization In city against country rather than the es.

sence of urban life style. These are those attributes of

urban life which we have called transient.

Thus, we can assert that for rural people rura/ life

is of independent viiue and the attractiveness of transient

urban features shows rather their need that modern conve

niences be "transferred', into the countryside also'.
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